US History
Extra Credit Movie Assignment

If you choose to do this assignment, you must follow the guidelines on this sheet.  This is an optional assignment.  You do not have to complete this assignment.  The movies are rated  PG, PG13, and R.  
Please adhere to your family policy on movies and what you are allowed to watch.
What do I do?
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1) Watch a Hollywood movie from the list and take notes
2) Do historical research of the time period and of the people mentioned (if they are real historical figures)
3) Write a 1 page typed summary answering the questions on this sheet 

– Due by Wednesday January 9, 2015
4) Attach a bibliography of at least 1 source that you use during research or print out the source and attach it to your paper
5) Do not plagiarize or cut and paste from an article, this is to be your thoughts.  

6) You may watch up to 3 movies and write up to 3 papers.  Each paper can earn up to 5 points of extra credit for a possible total of 15 points.  This does NOT mean that you WILL get 15 points.  You must have fantastic arguments and grammar for the full points.
7) Some of the movies will be harder to find.  A good place to start is Central Des Moines Library.  Two websites that might be helpful are www.rottentomatoes.com and www.Imdb.com , they will give a basic background on most of the movies.  
Questions to answer?
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These must be addressed in your paper – do not just summarize the plot or tell why it was good or bad – that is not the purpose of the assignment - remember this is not to be a summary of the movie, include your research in your written work.
1) What is accurate in the film?  What sources did you use to assess this accuracy?
2) What does it lie about or change to make it more “Hollywood” and less historical?
3) Is the film primarily for entertainment, or is it really trying to work within the framework of history?  
4) What are your favorite/least favorite parts?  Why?
Possible Movies to watch:
1) We Were Soldiers

2) Black Hawk Down

3) Glory

4) Patton

5) Saving Private Ryan

6) Gettysburg

7) All the President’s Men

8) All Quiet of the Western Front

9) Apollo 13

10) Gone with the Wind

11) Dances with Wolves

12) The Grapes of Wrath

13) The Crucible

14) The Last of the Mohicans

15) The Right Stuff

16) Pearl Harbor

17) Lonesome Dove
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Other movies may be approved by your parents before watching!!
Good Luck! (
